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• Bank of Finnish Terminology in Arts and Sciences
(BFT): an open access terminological database on
the internet, see http://tieteentermipankki.fi

• Multidisciplinary research infrastructure project
funded by the Academy of Finland and the
University of Helsinki (2011–2015)

• Coordinated at the Department of Finnish, Finno-
Ugrian and Scandinavian Studies at UH

• Part of Finland’s Roadmap for Research
Infrastructures under the auspices of FIN-CLARIN

http://tieteentermipankki.fi/


Goals of the BFT
• Up-to-date terminology as a

prerequisite for scientific
discourse

• To create a common ground
for multi- and
interdisciplinary research

• Open science:
• Transparency of scientific

concept formation for all
interested:

• Education, media, translation, decision
making, public discussion

• Developing Finnish as an
academic language

• Enhancing the parallel
use of languages

• Translation equivalents
• Definitions in different

languages
• Fields in different

languages
• Swedish
• Minority languages
• English in

international
cooperation



• Started in 2012 with three pilot fields: botany,
jurisprudence, and linguistics

• At the moment: 31 Finnish fields
• 2 Swedish, 1 Romani, 1 English (Language Technology)
• Over 38 500 concept pages, 45 % with

definitions/explanations/additional info
• Over 300 000 terms/lemmas
• http://tieteentermipankki.fi/wiki/Termipankki:Etusivu

/en

http://tieteentermipankki.fi/wiki/Termipankki:Etusivu/en




Wiki & Niche-sourcing
• Semantic MediaWiki platform
• Niche-sourcing limited to experts in the field

• Sharing the responsibility among experts
• Guaranteeing professional quality

• To get an expert status in the web service of the BFT:
• Create an account with your first name and last name
• Send an e-mail to tieteentermipankki-info@Helsinki.fi
• Ask for an expert status to the field of Clean energy research and

tell us that you are a participant of the research group

mailto:tieteentermipankki-info@Helsinki.fi


Starting a new field

• Available terminologies:
surveying terminologies and
glossaries

• Copyright issues
• Selection of suitable content
• Updating
• Feeding the database
• Basis for the terminology work

of experts

• Basic categories
• Branches of research, subfields

etc.

• It is possible to add categories
during the terminological work

• Cross-categorizing is possible
• Division of labour between

experts
• Specialists taking responsibility of

their special subfield



Concept page & editing view



Definition

• risk
Definition (en) the potential for
realization of unwanted adverse
consequences or events
• wind rose
Definition (en) A diagram indicating
the frequency and strengths of winds
in a definite locality for a given
period of years

• It is possible to give more than one
definition.

• superordinate, more general
concept

• + essential and delimiting
characteristics when compared to
coordinate concepts

• Try to avoid circular definitions: use
of the same words in the term and
definition or when defining two
terms refering to each other

• See Suonuuti, Heidi: Guide to
Terminology. NordTerm 8.



Designation pages



Discussions in the term bank


